17'E and is located very close to the PeechiVazhani Wildlife Sanctuary, Western Ghats, the aerial distance of which is not more than 5km. The campus has a total area of 391.44ha. and the major habitats include garden lands, botanical garden, plantations of rubber, coconut, plantain, cocoa and orchards of mango, jackfruit, sapota and guava. KAU campus enjoys a moderate climate. The ten-year mean minimum Butterflies are sensitive biota, which get severely affected by environmental variations and changes in forest structure (Pollard 1991) . They form an important part of the food chain of birds, reptiles, amphibians, spiders and predatory insects. They also respond to disturbances and changes in the quality of habitat, and are thus a good indicator species to evaluate changes in habitat and landscape structure variations (Kremen 1992; Kocher & Williams 2000) . Butterflies and their caterpillars are dependent on specific host plants for food, thus the diversity of butterflies indirectly reflects overall plant diversity especially that of shrubs and herbs in the given area (Padhye et al. 2006) . Most of them are strictly seasonal and prefer only particular set of habitats (Kunte 1997) .
India has around 1,501 species of butterflies, out of which 334 species are reported from the Western Ghats and 37 species are endemic to the Western Ghats (Evans 1932; Kunte 2000) . Of the 334 species of butterflies of Western Ghats, 316 species have been reported from Kerala (Palot et al. 2012 ).
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temperature is 23.3 0 C and ten-year mean maximum of 31.8 0 C. The area receives south-west and north-east monsoons, the greater portion of the rainfall, however is received from the south-west monsoon between June and September. The mean annual rainfall is 2763mm. The mean number of rainy days per year is 110 days (KAU weather station, 2010) .
Methods: The butterfly fauna of the campus was surveyed from November 2009 to December 2011. The whole campus was divided into two broad habitats such as plantations (rubber, cocoa, banana and fruit orchards) with an area of 89.65ha and natural habitats having an area of 301.79ha. These two habitats were surveyed on foot at least once a week. The butterfly species were also photo-documented during the study period. Species identity was confirmed with the help of the field guides by Kunte (2000) and Kehimkar (2008) , taxonomy and nomenclature have been updated after Kunte et al. (2011) . Butterflies observed were categorized into five groups based on their abundance during the period of study. Accordingly, those species observed 80-100 % of the survey days were categorized as very common (VC), 60-80 % as common (C), 40-60 % as occasional (O), 20-40% as rare (R) and below 20% as very rare (VR).
Results and discussion:
A total of 139 species of butterflies belonging to six families were identified from the KAU campus, including four species that are endemic to the Western Ghats and nine species protected under various schedules of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Table 1) .
The family-wise distribution of butterflies of KAU campus is given in Fig. 2 . Family Nymphalidae (brushfooted butterflies) dominated the butterfly fauna of KAU campus with 44 species followed by Lycaenidae (blues) 35 species, Hesperiidae (skippers) 34 species, Pieridae (whites and yellows) 13 species, Papilionidae (swallowtails) 12 species, and Riodinidae (judies and punches) with a single species.
Among the two broad habitat types at KAU, species richness was found to be more in natural areas with 124 species followed by plantations (98) (Fig. 3) . Habitat preferences of butterfly families (Fig. 4) also show that the natural habitats have more number of species when compared to the man-modified habitats.
This observation is quite significant and it emphasizes the importance of University campuses in the conservation of biological diversity of a region. 
